




great novels.  The Wings of the Dove was pub-
lished first in 1902 and remains for many read-
ers one of his most rewarding achievements. It 
concerns the attempt of an American heiress 
to achieve a sense of personal meaning as she 
confronts her own nature and the complexity 
of European culture, manners, and morals, in 
places—especially England and Venice—that 
have the power to influence her as much as the 
poeple she meets. 

The novel will be introduced in the first 
session with some related works, including 
“The Aspern Papers” (1888), a story that points 
to the very essence of James’ idea of fiction, and 
Colm Tóibín’s The Master (2004). The second and third sessions will cover The 
Wings of the Dove directly.

James Kraft led the Conversation on Washington Square at the Library 
in April 2009.  He has taught at the University of Virginia, Université Laval, 
and Wesleyan University. He has written a critical study of the early tales of 
Henry James, written a biography and edited a five-volume edition of the 
work of the poet Witter Bynner, and published many articles on American 
and Canadian literature. 

Books for Discussion:
November 11:  “The Aspern Papers,” “The Beast in the Jungle,” and “The 
Jolly Corner” by Henry James, and The Master by Colm Tóibín
December 9 and January 11:  The Wings of the Dove by Henry James

The Master and The Wings of the Dove are available for purchase from the 
Library; information about purchasing books will be sent to registrants.  The Modern 
Library edition of The Wings of the Dove is strongly recommended.  The other selec-
tions will be sent to registrants free of charge.



The Writing Life
The Writing Life is a monthly series of daytime 

talks of interest to member-writers of the New York 
Society Library. All members are welcome; there is no 
fee, but registration is required. Sessions take place on 
the second Tuesday of the month in the Whitridge 
Room and last about 90 minutes. To register for any 
of the following talks, please return the enclosed form 
or contact Carolyn Waters at writers@nysoclib.org or 
212-288-6900 x244.

Dealing With Permissions and Copyright

Tuesday, November 10, 10:00 a.m.  
When do you need copyright permission? How do you go about find-
ing copyright holders? What are the legal ramifications around copyright 
protections? If you’re looking to use someone’s else’s text or photographs 
or art in your work or have had questions about such use in the past, join 
us for a discussion that is sure to illuminate. Our panelists will discuss the 
history and issues surrounding copyright protections and what you need to 
know to gain the rights to work or protect your own work.

with Anita Fore, Director of Legal Services, The Authors Guild
Debbie Rabina, Assistant Professor, Pratt Institute School of 
Information and Library Science

Self-Publishing 101
Tuesday, December 8, 10:00 a.m.  
When David Carnoy, Executive Editor of CNET Reviews/CBS Interac-
tive wrote his book Knife Music, he tried to go the traditional route.  Then, 
against his agent’s advice, he began researching and evaluating self-publish-
ing sites, related blogs, and customer testimonials.  David will join us to talk 
about what you need to know if you are thinking about self-publishing.

Next Season in The Writing Life
Winter/Spring 2010 talks are being planned now, and upcoming top-
ics range from Working with an Editor to Social Networking for Writ-
ers.  Suggestions from writer or non-writer members are welcome.  What 
topics or programs would you like to see?  Member feedback ensures that 
our Writing Life programming is vibrant, current, and indispensable to our 
member writer community.  Contact Writers Services Librarian Carolyn 
Waters at writers@nysoclib.org or 212-288-6900 x244.



Children’s Events
To reserve spaces, contact the Children’s Library at 212-288-6900 
x234 or children@nysoclib.org.  

A Children’s Calendar listing events for younger children is sent 
monthly by mail and e-mail.  To receive it, contact the Events Office 
at 212-288-6900 x230 or events@nysoclib.org.

Johanna Hurwitz

New York Stories

Thursday, November 12, 
5:00 p.m., Members’ Room

$5 per person, at the door

Johanna Hurwitz is one of the most 
popular children’s authors in the coun-
try, and her books are especially ap-
preciated in New York City, where she 
lived and worked as a librarian for many 
years.   Her stories of Central Park in 
the Park Pals Adventures, and city life in 
Riverside Kids show a true New York spirit.   “At a very young age I began 
making up stories and writing them down,” she says.  “Being an author was 
my dream since childhood...having achieved it, it feels great.”  In this visit, 
Ms. Hurwitz will read from some of her books and talk about how she cre-
ates them. 

Johanna Hurwitz went from a thirty-year career as a children’s librar-
ian to write more than sixty popular children’s books including Pee Wee’s Tale,  
Busybody Nora, Russell and Elisa, and The Hot and Cold Summer. She has won 
many literary awards chosen by children and travels extensively, inspiring 
young people to read and to write.

Richard Peck

A Season of Gifts, with seasonal refreshments

Wednesday, December 16 
5:30 p.m., Members’ Room

$5 per person, at the door

Richard Peck’s thirtieth book continues the story begun in the Newbery 
Medal winner A Year Down Yonder and the Newbery Honor book A Long 



Way From Chicago, starring the 
gruff, unorthodox, and fiercely 
independent matron in small-
town Illinois, Grandma Dowdel.  
In this book, Mrs. Dowdel works 
her particular brand of charm—or 
medicine, depending on who 
you’re asking—on her new neigh-
bors, helping them find the true 
home they didn’t realize they were 
seeking.  Kirkus Reviews calls it “one of Peck’s best novels yet—and that’s say-
ing something.”

Richard Peck’s books are among the most beloved and acclaimed 
in contemporary children’s and young-adult literature.  In addition to his 
Newbery honors, he was the first young-adult author to receive a National 
Humanities Medal, and he has twice been a finalist for the National Book 
Award.

Author Joyce Carol Oates 
visited the Library on October 
13 for an evening of readings 
from her plays.  Above:  Ms. 
Oates with the cast.  
Right:  Actor/director Bill 
Connington, Ms. Oates, and 
Head Librarian Mark Bartlett.  
Photos by Karen Smul.



Events Registration

For Children’s Events: please contact the Children’s Library at  212-288-6900 
x234 or children@nysoclib.org.   Fees for children’s events should be paid at the 
door.

For All Other Events:  Advance registration and payment is required.  

	 This form can be dropped off at the Circulation desk, faxed to 212-744-
5832, or mailed to The New York Society Library Events Office, 53 East 79th 
Street, New York, NY  10075.  

Please include credit card information or a check made out to The New York 
Society Library.

For most events, the Events Office will contact you only if you are on a wait-
list.  Reminders will be sent to registrants in advance of events.

For past events, see  “Events: Recordings” at www.nysoclib.org.
Questions?  Please contact the Events Office at 212-288-6900 x230 

or events@nysoclib.org.

Name of Primary Registrant (please print)

Daytime Telephone			E   -Mail Address

# of Spaces 			E  vent

Center for Contemporary Opera: Prima le Parole, November 8 ($10)

The Writing Life:  Permissions and Copyright, November 10 (free)

James Kraft:  The Wings of the Dove etc., starting November 11 ($40)

Robert B. Strassler:  Herodotus/Xenophon, November 11 ($10)

Affinity Collaborative Theater: For the Time Being, December 6 ($20)

Affinity Collaborative Theater: For the Time Being, December 7 ($20)

The Writing Life:  Self-Publishing 101, December 8 (free)

Karen Eterovich:  Cheer from Chawton, December 12 ($20)

Total Fees				    Check		 Credit Card:

Card Number					E     xp. Date




