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S: (inaudible…years…months) but He was horrified when he found I didn’t belong to the Society Library

H: Oh really?

S: And I said “What is it?” and he said…, as if you know, I’d said I couldn’t read or write or something. (Oh…and) And he said “We’re going right there, we’re going to take care of this”, and I was of course rather mortified when I realized I could have had years of pleasure.  But in fact it is not a well known place really.

H: I think perhaps more now (S: yes, absolutely) but I think earlier, it wasn’t as well known; it was a more of a private enclave.

S: Yes going there the other day the taxi driver asked me, “what is this place?” He said sometime quite a few people come here (H: oh really), and what is it? And I said it’s a library, and he said “can anyone join?”, and thought I wouldn’t get into the complexities, I said, in principle, yes.

H: That’s right but it’s true, you just have to pay the money…the membership

S: Yes I said you pay and so on but I said it’s very nice. And He…he wasn’t even asking.. he asked me that in quite a detached kind of way, not could he join, but he wanted to know who the clientele was (H: Right)

H: So, um,
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H: It was, In terms of his research

S:Yes but in another in a human way he enjoyed the idea of going there, that it was something nearest that was always accessible, always polite and always humane and pleasant to visit. Because it’s not everything that is like that these days you know.

H: Hardly. Hardly.

So that would be one aspect of the work that we would do together is to I would hear you talk more about his relationship and your own relationship to the library

But Certainly beyond that I thought that it would be very interesting really indeed exciting to have you talk about your life with Frances and in terms of your meeting him and I thought I wondered what you’d think Shirley if we focused Because I don’t have as much room as an exhibit at the New York Public Library I’m limited in terms of space, if we focused principally on your years abroad, the years in Italy what do you think of that or do you think that is limiting it? 


S: I think that is limiting it because I don’t know how interested people are. Once you tell them yes certain basic facts about how you came and you were in Italy and that we had a place and I still have a place there…All this people get a little bored with that—it’s like showing…People send you a thing of what they’ve written down about what they did on their vacations or something, you know what I mean?

H: Well then we will do an overall but perhaps it will focus certainly I’d love to hear about your meeting him and your working life together in terms of when…

S: Yes because I’ll show you he had the room there and I had the room there.

H: Yes so I’d like to hear about that or when you met for lunch or you know how things went back and forth

S: Yes it’d give me pleasure

H: It would give me great pleasure to hear and that would be as it developed and if you had stories that were interesting to tell about various writers you know things that would come up that people

S: Well I can tell you one thing right away I met Francis through my very close friend Muriel spark, and Muriel was spending a year or two in New York at that time and I knew her the New Yorker, I met her through the New Yorker and we became good friends. She and I wrote there.  She had an office there they were very good for someone like that, someone coming from abroad having a place to work other than a hotel room and they immediately gave her a room there and she jazzed the place up a lot I think. And she said to me that I was at Dwight MacDonald’s last night, and I met the man I think you ought to marry. Now I don’t need to tell you this that when you’re still young, fairly young and unattached apparently, people are always telling you they’ve met someone you ought to marry. But this was quite different—Muriel wasn’t the type of person that said banal things like that.  And she said she was she was having a little party and would I come and so on, and she said, that’s how it came, out, she said she invited this man. And I thought Muriel, you know, you’re not a person who should talk like that. But he I was I went to this little party a thing that doesn’t exist anymore, she was staying at the Bozart Hotel opposite the United Nations and I was there were about a dozen people I suppose at the party in her little rooms And I was standing and talking to somebody and the door, which had been left so…the door to the corridor had been left so people could come in and out (and I toyed open?)

 And this very tall man was standing there and I thought that’s the man she means and it was the man she meant. And then we talked for a while and I remember it was the 26th of January 1963. I remember that particularly because my mother was here she was staying in New York seeing/visiting me and she loved parties and she was at this party where Muriel had included her and she was leaving to go to another party so she came up when I was standing talking to Francis and said “now I’m leaving to go to the party.’ And I said we’ll talk some more or something.

And when she went away he said ‘She’s going to another party’?

And I said “She loves parties”

And he said “what kind of party is it, why would she leave this nice party?”

It’s a party of a country she doesn’t particularly care for but where she lived for years when she was married to my father—it’s Australia Day. And he said well, oh “I’m sorry I’m so ignorant” (Americans are always so ignorant about Australia). And he said “what would Australia Day be?” and I said ‘if you have tears prepare to shed them now: it’s the anniversary of the first bunch of convicts sent out from Britain to Australia, where they knew nothing, there was no habitation, nothing it was dreadful. And I said ‘the miracle is that they’ve made a civilized, well more or less, far as any country similar it made it a civilized thing of it and you know although it is a couple of hundred years later, it has flourished and 

AND He said “of course these are, I gather these people are of British stock”. And he said “I wouldn’t know someone was Australian unless they told me And I said “the voice might tell you”, and I said but there’s another way you would know, and I got up, and I said “On Australia day, which that day was, 

a true Australian walks like this and I’m handicapped now and it’s hard to do this because I have a limp at the moment, but it’s like they’re dragging a ball and chain.

H: Oh my God Shirley. I bet he laughed

7 minute mark

S: I said well it’s a (something) reminder but you’ll know when you see them all dragging their foot along you’ll notice.

H: That’s very droll

S (not clear: Anyway, that’s how we always remembered on what day we met. So that was through Muriel, and Muriel, I was just talking the other day about someone who is close to me wrote, and I miss her in my life. She was always there was always drama when she was around. I don’t mean—we never had a cross word she and I but she had lots of cross words with other people she liked a bit of trouble. The other person I’ve known that was a champion at inviting trouble was Graham Greene. Graham loved trouble. He didn’t want things to go well, that was it. Somebody said that about him oh so many years ago, about, a close friend of his. I was talking about him and his friend said ‘Graham does not like things to go well.’ It’s too dreary when things are going well so he always stir it up, 

So a lot of (them on Capri) would dine at night when he was there for weeks with his girlfriend but we got used to it and if we were having a very pleasant evening and towards the end dinner was winding down it was too tame for him and he would put some sort of acrimonious comment into the conversation. 

H: Get things stirred up a bit (Ambulance background)

S: It’s outside (the sirens)

H: But it’s so strong

S: It sounds like the kettle’s boiling 

H: Some Emergency vehicle that’s boiling

S: Yes we’re near the (insert) hospital, and on the other side we have the police station. So now you can have a choice. I think that’s called “keeping your options open.” This word “options”it’s awful. We used to say “choices”

H: The other one that’s hideous is “no problem” I can’t bear it

S: You’ll find it’s meant to be solving problems it only (something) them

H:It’s gotten international now

S:Oh yes In italy they will say, smile at you meaning

H:

So um, I thought that it would be very agreeable to hear ytouyou discuss your life with Francis, wherever that may bewhether it be here, or in Italy. The other aspect of it that particularly interests me to discuss with you

We’re going to do a fairly small catalog for the exhibition

Say 20 pages or so

It would be I haven’t quite decided yet  what I thought may be  photographs You’ve seen the catalog for the current exhibit

It would be something of that but smaller with photographs, if you had photos you could lend for illustration

It would be nice to have two things; Johnathan glassee write a short 

If he thought it were appropriate about you and Francis

Short because he’s busy

It says more sometimes so if he did something and I htought that the course of our interviews that might run for a period of time over the summer, what I might do, I didn’t want to write an a essa

Take some of what you say and develop it that way, in your own words

Something in italy, working with francis, quotations from you, in your own workds

I could figure out something and it would be in your own words and ther emight be titles, a caption, and I would let you see what I was doing from that side

SO that would be the other thing, that would be another way to handle the material hthat we would be working on together

I think its’ more interesting ot people than a biographical essay..people’s attention

Then I was wondering about if somebody else might write something but I didn’t know who and I was just debating and 

That might be glasse

Then we’d have photographs, if you had things that you liked that we could reproduce

And maybe one little essay,

You might thing of so

You have so many friends that knew you so well, and they’re all writers

Could you think aboutthat for me?

Stopped at 14:40

I knew Galasse was easy for me to think up[, but I don’t know your world…

If you see pictures that I would be delighted to 

I’ve seen a few in books and there are a couple—there are a few 

There are some lovely ones—evocative, elegiac—it was a nother time wasn’t it Shirley:

I don’t want to sayas if I died when he died, well, in a a way it’s just as since then it’s been an aftermath.

It doesn’t seem like beginning again or anything like that it seems like some sort of afterword of some sort

Perhaps he minded for you that 

Later note:

3rd voice in interview is Geanette Watson Sanger

