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LITERARY 

RESOURCES ON 

THE INTERNET 

Online texts 
A wide var ie ty o f  l i te rary tex ts  are ava i lab le  on the In ternet .  Th is  c lass a 
br ie f  overv iew of  a  few f ind ing a ids for  on l ine texts ,  the major  s i tes  that  
prov ide on l ine texts ,  and look at  a  few l i terary re ference resources.  

Th is  manual  is  not  a  comprehensive d i rectory o f  every source of  on l ine 
tex ts .  I f  you ’ re  a  spec ia l is t  in  a  par t icular  author  or  per iod of  l i te ra ture,  th is  
c lass may not  be he lp fu l .  We’ l l  spec i f ica l ly look a t  Amer ican f ic t ion today.  
Amer ican l i tera ture,  c lose ly fo l lowed by Engl ish l i te ra ture,  rece ives the most  
comprehensive t reatment  on the In ternet .  L i tera ture in  o ther  languages has 
been s low to  develop on the In ternet  because a s lower  pervas iveness of  
In ternet  usage or  fund ing in  those count r ies .  
Copyright 
Copyr ight  has proven to  be one of  the b iggest  hurd les in  prov id ing access to  
e lect ron ic  tex ts .  L ibrar ians and much of  the academic communi ty are in  
favor  o f  open access and shor ter  copyr ight  per iods;  authors  and publ ish ing 
f i rms have aggress ive ly pursued the i r  r ight  o f  ownersh ip  and royal t ies .  For  
th is  reason ear ly Amer ican l i te ra ture is  wel l  d ig i t ized and f ree ly ava i lab le ;  
a l l  o f  these works are long out  o f  copyr ight .  

Copyr ight  laws d i f fer  by count ry,  but  In ternet  access eas i ly crosses borders .  
You’ l l  not ice today that  the per iod of  copyr ight  protect ion in  the Uni ted 
States is  much longer  than in  Aust ral ia .  Readers in  the US can eas i ly v iew 
and download texts  f rom Aust ra l ian s i tes ;  severa l  d ig i t izat ion pro jects  have 
taken advantage of  th is  d i f ference and p lace texts  on Aust ra l ian s i tes  long 
before they can appear  on an s i te  in  the Uni ted States.  

An ar t ic le  by Mary Minow,  an at torney and l ibrar ian,  g ives an excel lent  
overv iew of  copyr ight  issues in  her  ar t ic le  Library  d ig i t izat ion pro jects  and 
copyr ight .  I t ’s  easy to  read and she inc ludes some fun examples.  
Source material and cataloging data 
The major i ty o f  on l ine texts  that  we’ l l  look a t  today were d ig i t ized f rom a 
pr in t  ed i t ion.  Not  a l l  s i tes ,  however ,  g ive comprehensive data on which pr in t  
ed i t ion was used in  the creat ion of  a  d ig i t ized text .  The very best  d ig i ta l  
l ib rar ies  prov ide a fu l l  cata log record o f  source data.  S i tes  wi th  d ig i t ized 
images of  tex t  a l low the reader  to  v iew publ ish ing in format ion for  
h im/herse l f .  
Formats 
Elect ron ic  tex ts  were or ig ina l ly created and v iewed in  very s imple text  
formats .  Ear ly computers  processed even s imple text  very s lowly,  and 
s torage was cost ly.  Storage and process ing speed are now,  however ,  very 
cheap,  and on l ine texts  are ava i lab le  in  a  wider  var ie ty o f  formats .  

The most  common format  is  f la t  text .  F la t  tex t  appears  as long,  scro l l ing 
bodies o f  tex t  on ly format ted by paragraph breaks.  These f i les  can be tax ing 
on the eye to  read,  but  a lmost  anyone wi th  even a low- leve l  connect ion can 
read them. 

F la t  tex t  can a lso be compressed in to  a  .z ip  f i le .  To v iew these f i les ,  
download the z ip  f i le  to  your  own computer  and ext ract  i t  in  Windows 
Explorer .  You’ l l  now have the ent i re  work on your  own hard dr ive.  

E-book formats  have become popular  in  recent  years .  An e-book reader  
looks l ike  a  Palm Pi lo t .  A large number  o f  books are ava i lab le  for  f ree to  
anyone wi th  an e-book reader ,  and many newer  books are issued in  e-book 
formats  for  a  cost .  There is  a lso a  d ig i ta l  format  for  v iewing books in  a  Palm 
Pi lo t .  

Image/ text  s i tes  o f fer  the very best  d ig i ta l  tex ts .  The reader  can v iew 
images of  the or ig ina l  tex t  (page by page) as wel l  as  v iew a f la t  tex t  and/or  
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a .pdf  f i le .  Image/ text  s i tes ,  unfor tunate ly,  o f ten use microf i lm as the source 
of  the i r  images,  and the or ig ina l  microf i lm can be of  varying qual i ty.  
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DIRECTORIES 

& GATEWAYS  
THE ONLINE BOOKS PAGE 

Univers i ty o f  Pennsylvan ia  L ibrary,  Phi ladelph ia ,  Penn.  

h t tp : / /on l inebooks. l ib rary.upenn.edu/  

 
 An amazing d i rectory o f  on l ine texts  mainta ined wi th  good 

b ib l iographic  pr inc ipa ls  by the John Mark Ockerb loom Univers i ty o f  
Pennsylvania  L ibrary.  S imple des ign,  no graphics ,  exce l lent  search in ter face.  
A lmost  a l l  the l inks in  th is  database are accurate and l ive.  

The Onl ine Books Page prov ides access to  works not  yet  ava i lab le  in  the 
Uni ted States for  copyr ight  reasons;  i t  d i rects  the reader  to  an Aust ra l ian 
server .  
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BUBL INFORMATION SERVICE 

Centre for  Dig i ta l  L ibrary Research,  Univers i ty o f  St ra thc lyde,  Glasgow,  
Scot land 

ht tp : / /bub l .ac .uk/ l ink / types/b ib l io4.h tm 

 
BUBL is  a  pro ject  f rom the Cent re  for  Dig i ta l  L ibrary Research at  the 
Univers i ty o f  St ra thc lyde,  Glasgow,  Scot land.  I t  was des igned as a  pre-
In ternet  pro ject  to  teach l ib rar ians about  d ig i ta l  resources but  found wider  
popular i ty in  i ts  In ternet  form.  In  i ts  present  form i t  is  mainta ined as a  
gateway of  academic e lect ron ic  resources.  

BUBL has mainta ins pages of  resources on par t icu lar  authors  as wel l  as  
b ib l iographies,  fu l l  on l ine texts  by par t icu lar  authors  (B lake) ,  and much,  
much more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNET PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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School  o f  In format ion,  Univers i ty o f  Mich igan 

ht tp : / /www. ip l .org/d iv /books/  

 
A co l lec t ion of  l inks to  20,000 on l ine texts .  Prov ides search capabi l i ty ,  but  
seems eas iest  to  use the author  or  t i t le  browse.  Ent r ies  are ra ther  random 
and not  qual i ty cont ro l led,  and in  many cases may lead you back to  fami l iar  
sources o f  In ternet  tex ts  a t  la rger  ins t i tu t ions.  

John Ockerb loom of  the Univers i ty o f  Pennsylvania  L ibrary’s  Onl ine Books 
Page (above)  recommends the IPL database to  f ind shor ter  tex ts  and texts  
not  covered in  h is  database.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITERATURE, ARTS, AND MEDICINE DATABASE 

New York Univers i ty [School  o f  Medic ine?] ,  New York 
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ht tp : / /endeavor .med.nyu.edu/ l i t -med/ l i t -med-db/ index.html  

 
“The L i tera ture,  Ar ts ,  & Medic ine Database is  an annotated b ib l iography of  
prose,  poet ry,  f i lm,  v ideo and ar t  which was developed to  be a dynamic,  
access ib le ,  comprehensive resource in  MEDICAL HUMANITIES,  for  use in  
heal th /pre-heal th  and l ibera l  ar ts  set t ings”—Si te .  

The resources on th is  page have a purpor ted medica l  emphasis .  A large 
number  o f  tex ts  are ava i lab le ,  not  a t  a l l  nar rowly focused on medic ine.  Each 
text  is  accompanied by extens ive summary,  cata log record,  and subject  
index ing;  fu l l  pub l ish ing and ed i t ion are prov ided for  each text .  In  addi t ion,  
sub ject  and keyword search capabi l i ty  covers  the cata log records and 
abst racts .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORY OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME 

Uni ted Nat ions Educat ional ,  Sc ient i f ic ,  and Cul tura l  Organizat ion,  [New 
York ,  N.Y.?]  
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ht tp : / /webwor ld .unesco.org/product ion/mow/co l lec t ions.html  

h t tp : / /webwor ld .unesco.org/product ion/mow/co l lec t ions.html  

 
Warning:  s i te  not  work ing wel l  enough to  judge i ts  usefu lness;  p lease 
exper iment  wi th  th is  s i te  on your  own.  The Memory o f  the Wor ld  (MOW) 
Programme “a ims to  o f fer  a  l is t ing o f  major  d ig i t ized her i tage co l lec t ions and 
on-going d ig i t izat ion programmes wor ldwide.  I t  is  hoped that  th is  wi l l  p rov ide 
a s ing le  foca l  po in t  o f  in format ion on d ig i t ized co l lec t ions. ”  A poss ib ly far -
reaching cata log of  d ig i t ized texts .  
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FULL TEXT 

SOURCES 
PROJECT GUTENBERG 

Pro ject  Gutenberg,  [Uni ted States]  

h t tp : / /www.gutenberg.net /  

 
 The ear l ies t  and perhaps largest  repos i tory o f  e lect ron ic  tex ts .  

Pro ject  Gutenberg dates back to  1971 and was an ear ly innovator  o f  the 
concept  o f  prov id ing texts  for  f ree and in  the s implest  poss ib le  computer  
vers ion ava i lab le  a t  the t ime.  Unfor tunate ly th is  means that  most  o f  the tex ts  
are on ly ava i lab le  in  p la in  ASCII  tex t  and are a  l i t t le  d i f f icu l t /unat t ract ive to  
read.  The co l lec t ion inc ludes l i tera ture and bas ic  re ference sources.  I t  is  
d i f f icu l t  to  browse the l is ts  o f  authors  and t i t les  as they are very long;  t ry to  
use the search in ter face.   

The co l lec t ion is  so large that  you may be requi red to  choose a s i te  c lose to  
you for  downloading purposes;  choose one of  the Uni ted States s i tes  f rom 
the l is t .  For  th is  reason,  i t ’ s  eas iest  to search the Pro ject  Gutenberg s i te  v ia  
the Onl ine Books Pro ject  a t  the Univers i ty o f  Pennsylvan ia ;  access 
in format ion is  l is ted above in  th is  document .  
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ELECTRONIC TEXT CENTER 

Univers i ty o f  V i rg in ia  L ibrary 

h t tp : / /e text . l ib .v i rg in ia .edu 

 
“The Elect ron ic  Text  Center 's  ho ld ings inc lude approx imate ly 70,000 on-  and 
of f - l ine humani t ies  tex ts  in  th i r teen languages,  wi th  more than 350,000 
re la ted images (book i l lus t ra t ions,  covers ,  manuscr ip ts ,  newspaper  pages,  
page images of  Spec ia l  Col lec t ions books,  museum objects ,  e tc . ) ”—Si te .  

The Univers i ty o f  V i rg in ia  prov ides s ign i f icant  on l ine ho ld ings in  Engl ish,  
French,  German,  and Lat in ,  as  wel l  as  o ther  languages.  Ful l  tex ts  are 
ava i lab le  not  on ly in  f la t  HTML f i les ,  but  a lso in  e-book format  for  the MS 
Reader  and Palm Devices.  Hold ings are ar ranged not  on ly by language,  but  
a lso by author  and genre.  

E lect ron ic  resources ava i lab le  to  the genera l  publ ic  in  the Univers i ty o f  
V i rg in ia  co l lec t ion are s ign i f icant  and wor th  exp lorat ion.  The l is t  o f  resources 
beyond the Univers i ty o f  V i rg in ia  col lec t ion is  notewor thy and he lped me in  
the preparat ion o f  th is  c lass.  The URL is :  h t tp : / /e text . l ib .v i rg in ia .edu/eng-
oth .h tml  

I t  is  impor tant  to  note that  the Univers i ty o f  V i rg in ia  can on ly prov ide 
un l imi ted access to  works not  under  any k ind of  copyr ight  protect ion.  Th is  
subset  o f  unprotected mater ia ls ,  whi le  much smal ler  than the fu l l  co l lec t ion,  
is  s t i l l  s ign i f icant .  

Amer ican l i tera ture has been d ig i t ized in  the Ear ly Amer ican F ic t ion 
co l lec t ion,  which covers  the per iod 1789-1850.  The Ear ly Amer ican F ic t ion,  
1850-1875 wi l l  soon fo l low.  
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This  image f rom the Ear ly Amer ican Col lec t ions shows the ava i lab i l i ty  o f  
t i t les .  Note that  the tex t  may be v iewed in  HTML,  ebook,  or  pa lm vers ions.  

Choosing the “b iography”  l ink  under  an author  name accesses a b iography,  
as wel l  as  a  hef ty b ib l iography of  the author ’s  works.  
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MAKING OF AMERICA 

Humani t ies  Text  In i t ia t ive,  Univers i ty o f  Mich igan,  Ann Arbor ,  Mich igan 

ht tp : / /moa.umdl .umich.edu/  

 
“Making of  Amer ica (MOA) is  a  d ig i ta l  l ibrary o f  pr imary sources in  Amer ican 
soc ia l  h is tory f rom the antebel lum per iod through reconst ruct ion”—Si te .  
Houses about  8 ,500 Amer ican books,  inc lud ing some works o f  f ic t ion.  Texts  
are v iewed as images,  and they can take some t ime to  download.  The 
d ig i t ized images,  however ,  are espec ia l ly r ich and easy to  read.  

The s i te  inc ludes a d ig i t ized lec ture by a former  l ib rar ian of  the New York 
Soc ie ty L ibrary f rom 1856.  You can v iew i t  a t :  

h t tp : / /www.nysoc l ib .org/ tes t imonia ls2.html  
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LIBRARY OF SOUTHERN LITERATURE 

Univers i ty o f  Nor th  Caro l ina at  Chapel  Hi l l  L ibrar ies  

h t tp : / /docsouth.unc.edu/south l i t /south l i t .h tml  

 
An excel lent  co l lec t ion of  southern l i te ra ture f rom the Univers i ty o f  Nor th  
Caro l ina.  D ig i t iza t ion,  ar rangement ,  and cata log ing are s imi lar  to  the 
Humani t ies  Text  Ins t i tu te  s i te .  
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EARLY CANADIANA ONLINE = NOTRE MÉMOIRE EN LIGNE 

Nat ional  L ibrary o f  Canada = Bib l io thèque nat ionale  du Canada,  Ot tawa 

ht tp : / /www.canadiana.org/eco/ index.html  

 
Focus on ear ly Canadian l i tera ture;  s i te  and documents  in  French and 
Engl ish.  Requi res reg is t ra t ion;  on ly par ts o f  the co l lec t ion are ava i lab le  f ree 
(720,000 of  1 .1  mi l l ion pages) .  Ind iv iduals  can access the ent i re  co l lec t ion 
for  $50 (Canadian) .  
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ELDRITCH PRESS 

Er ic  E ldred,  [Massachuset ts ,  Uni ted States]  

h t tp : / /www.eldr i tchpress.org/  

 
A wonder fu l  source of  fu l l - tex t  documents  wi th  some complete  co l lec t ions o f  
a  few wel l -known authors .  The Nathanie l  Hawthorne page inc ludes not  on ly 
h is  works in  fu l l  tex t ,  but  a lso b ib l iographies,  access to  arch iva l  mater ia ls ,  
i l lus t ra t ions f rom ear ly ed i t ions,  and fu l l - tex t  t rans la t ions in  Spanish.  
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BLACKMASK ONLINE 

Blackmask Onl ine,  [Aust ra l ia?]  

h t tp : / /www.blackmask.com/  

 
 An enormous co l lec t ion of  on l ine tex ts .  Subject  browse f rom the 

home page or  per form a search of  the database.  Texts  are apparent ly 
submi t ted and rev iewed by users  o f  the s i te ,  and can be downloaded and 
v iewed in  the fo l lowing formats :  Ms-Reader ,  PDF,  Rocket  eBook,  Z IP,  iS i lo ,  
or  Mobipocket .  New t i t les  added weekly.  Inc ludes c lass ic  and popular  works.  
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UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE E-BOOKS 

Univers i ty o f  Adela ide L ibrary,  Aust ra l ia  

h t tp : / /e text . l ib rary.adela ide.edu.au/  

 
A n ice e lect ron ic  co l lec t ion of  c lass ic  tex ts .  The source of  the tex t  is  
apparent ly o ther  tex t  co l lec t ions,  but  some of  the mater ia l  here appears to  be 
un ique to  the (e lect ron ic)  co l lec t ion.  Avai lab le  in  f la t  tex t  f i les .  Some texts  
can be downloaded as a .z ip  f i le .  No ed i t ion in format ion is  prov ided on the 
pr in t  sources used to  create the e lect ron ic  tex ts .  The s i te  s ta tes ( ra ther  
harsh ly)  that  “no a t tempt  to  re ta in  paginat ion or  o ther  tex tua l  re ferences 
which may have been in  the source ed i t ion.  Paginat ion is  cons idered to  be an 
ar t i fac t  o f  the pr in ted medium -  a  work is  d iv ided in to  pages s imply because 
they are the un i ts  o f  publ icat ion in  a  paper  format . ”  
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BARTLEBY.COM 

Bar t leby.com,  New York ,  N.Y.  

h t tp : / /www.bar t leby.com/  

 
Ment ioned la ter  in  th is  manual  as a  great  source of  on l ine re ference texts .  
Bar t leby.com a lso has a number o f  on l ine texts  f rom the Harvard Class ics .  
Browse by author  f rom the home page.  Texts  are v iewed in  f la t  HTML f i les .  
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RENASCENCE EDITIONS 

Univers i ty o f  Oregon,  Eugene,  Ore.  

h t tp : / /darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rbear / ren.htm 

 
“Renascence Edi t ions is  an ef for t  to  make avai lab le  on l ine works pr in ted in  
Engl ish between the years 1477 (when Caxton began pr in t ing)  and 1799.  
These texts  […]  are not  represented by the publ isher  as scholar ly ed i t ions in  
the peer- rev iewed sense.  They are made avai lab le  to  the publ ic  for  nonprof i t  
purposes on ly”—Si te .  162 t i t les .  Despi te  d isc la imer ,  most  e lect ron ic  tex ts  are 
taken f rom author i ta t ive ed i t ions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALEX CATALOGUE OF ELECTRONIC TEXTS 
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Infomot ions,  Inc . ,  South Bend,  Ind.  

h t tp : / /www. in fomot ions.com/a lex/  

 
Th is  s i te  was former ly a  pre- In ternet  pro ject ,  dat ing f rom 1994.  The pro ject  is  
now mainta ined pr ivate ly by the creator .  Much of  the mater ia l  on th is  s i te  can 
be found at  o ther  fu l l - tex t  s i tes ,  but  A lex o f fers  a  var ie ty o f  v iewing formats  
(HTML,  PDF,  Newton Paperback,  Palm Pi lo t ,  Rocket  eBook)  that  may not  be 
ava i lab le  a t  the or ig ina l  locat ions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ENGLISH SERVER FICTION COLLECTION 

Univers i ty o f  Washington,  Seat t le  
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ht tp : / /eserver .org / f ic t ion/  

 
“Th is  s i te  o f fers  works of  and about  f ic t ion co l lec ted f rom our  members,  
cont r ibut ing authors  wor ldwide,  and texts  in  the publ ic  domain”—Si te .  Shor t  
s tor ies  and novels ,  many in  fu l l  tex t .  The source of  many of  the texts  is  
unc lear .  Texts  are a lso ava i lab le  on ly in  f la t  HTML text ;  they take t ime to  
download and aren ’ t  par t icu lar ly easy to  browse or  read.  Many dead l inks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOLKLORE AND MYTHOLOGY ELECTRONIC TEXTS 

D.L.  Ash l iman,  Univers i ty o f  P i t tsburgh,  P i t tsburg,  Penn.  

h t tp : / /www.pi t t .edu/~dash/ fo lk texts .h tml  
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Si te  ed i ted and mainta ined by D.L.  A l ishman.  Folk lore and mytho logy texts  
f rom many count r ies .  Inc ludes Amer ican and Engl ish authors .  Texts  ar ranged 
by t i t le ,  author ,  or  mytho log ica l  type.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT LITERATURE ONLINE 

Cyber  Learn ing Stud ios,  A lachua,  F la .  

h t tp : / /www.mostweb.cc/Class ics /  
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A co l lec t ion of  shor t  s tor ies  and novels .  The s i te  re l ies  on adver t is ing;  the 
f lash ing text  and graphics can be annoying.  HTML texts  on the s i te  are 
donated by members;  the texts  are not  a lways author i ta t ive.  Author  
b iographies f rom Microsof t  Encar ta .  
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BIOGRAPHIES AMERICAN NATIONAL BIOGRAPHY 

Oxford Univers i ty Press,  New York  

ht tp : / /www.nysoc l ib .org/ remote.html  

 
A resource ava i lab le  to  New York Soc ie ty L ibrary users .   Access e i ther  f rom 
wi th in  the L ibrary or  by fo l lowing the ins t ruct ions at  the above URL.  
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REFERENCE 

SOURCES 
BARTLEBY.COM 

Bar t leby.com,  New York ,  N.Y.  

h t tp : / /www.bar t leby.com/  

 
The best  re ference source on the web.  Free for  now,  who knows what  wi l l  
happen in  the fu ture.  H igh l ights  o f  the co l lec t ion,  access ib le  f rom the home 
page,  inc lude the Columbia Encyc lopedia,  the Amer ican Her i tage Dic t ionary,  
Roget ’s  Thesaurus,  and many,  many others .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New York Society Library 
Literary Sources on the Internet 

April 18, 2002 

  
 

26

THE INTERNET CLASSICS ARCHIVES 

Massachuset ts  Ins t i tu te  o f  Technology,  Cambr idge,  Mass.  

h t tp : / /c lass ics .mi t .edu/  

 
441 works of  c lass ica l  l i te ra ture by 59 authors  in  fu l l  tex t ,  f ree ly ava i lab le  to  
the publ ic .  Inc ludes Graeco-Roman,  Chinese,  and Pers ian texts .

LUMINARIUM 

Anni ina Jok inen,  [S. l . ]  

h t tp : / /www. luminar ium.org/ lumina.htm 

 
Antho logy of  Midd le  Engl ish,  Renaissance,  and 17 t h  century Engl ish 
l i te ra ture.  Arranged by author ;  inc ludes b iography,  images,  works,  c r i t ic ism,  
and c i ta t ions.  
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THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Massachuset ts  Ins t i tu te  o f  Technology,  Cambr idge,  Mass.  

h t tp : / / the- tech.mi t .edu/Shakespeare/  

 

CHRISTIAN CLASSICS ETHEREAL LIBRARY 

Calv in  Col lege,  Grand Rapids,  Mich.  

h t tp : / /www.ccel .org/  

 
A qu ick  re ference s i te  for  Chr is t ian i ty- re la ted texts .  Inc ludes the Bib le ,  
the Encyc lopedia o f  Chr is t ian i ty,  and other  usefu l  tex ts .  

 

 

 

 

 


