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BLOGS, RSS FEEDS & PODCASTS
THE BASICS:
Enhanced Web Content

What is a blog?

Blog, short for “web log”, is a time-based
online journal. It's generally shorter and
more frequently updated than a web page.

What is a podcast?

A podcast (iPod Broadcast) is a
downloadable audio or video file, generally
formatted for playback on either your
computer or portable media player (iPod,
MP3 player, etc).

Why is it important?

Blogs provide up-to-date information about
political events.Many websites are actually
blogs. If you can add a comment about a
webpage and there is a date that it was
posted, it’s most likely a blog.

Vi

Why is it important?

Podcasts add flexibility and content to the
web. Previously, the web was composed
primarily of text and pictures. Now, the
web also includes video and audio and the
means for searching for these files.

What is an RSS Feed?
An RSS feed (Really Simple Syndication) is
a current set of clickable links to a website.
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Why is it important?

Most newspapers, and many online news
sources, offer RSS feeds. It's a quick way
to check the news and your favorite
websites without actually visiting the
websites themselves.
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BLOG BASICS

Date of post Title of post

/

Links of interest

friday | J}]lﬂl\? 2003

& IEMac, Re Peace

community. Three years ago, [ was only getting my feet wet by messing around with
tscape 4 wouldn't do what the C55 spec

style sheets, constantly frustrated that

| \ I

Permalink Catagory links

Comments link

neil's world

Search Web Feeds  Resources

m Archives

Sideblog

JUNE 23, 2006
not been up to much

This blog's been mostly silent of late because I haven't
really been up to much - other than playing WoW,
obviously. My paladin is now up to level 20 and I did my
first run of Deadmines last night with Han's warlock, plus a
warrior, mage and another paladin. Only two of the players
died in the run, apart from at the end when we wiped on
some murlocs after having killed the boss - which was
partly my fault for not getting there in time to heal
everyone, I've also been able to pick up some nice rare’
quality items.

1 signed up to ZDNet yesterday to comment on Ed Bott's
blog, and despite ticking all of the boxes saying I didn't
want to get emails from them it still subscribed me to two
of their newsletters, which was rather annoying. I've been
successfully unsubscribed from them but it really should
have been more clear that I'd get these - especially as by
the looks of things they're daily newsletters and thus
generate a lot of email.

I don't necessarily mind getting email newsletters when i
sign up to things - I get them from sites like Firebox and
CD Wow - but I do want it made clear to me that I am
going to be getting emails and be given the option to
unsubscribe to afl of them.

Posted on June 23, 2006 10:54 AM | Permalink | Comments {0}
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EARLY BLOGS:
e Open Diary
e Live Journal
e Diaryland
e Blogger

CELEBRITY GOSSIP:
e Defamer
e Gawker
e Jossip
e TMZ

ENTERTAINMENT BLOGS:
e Ain't It Cool News
e |IGN Movies
e Cinematical
e Dark Horizons
e Superhero Hype!

POLITICAL BLOGS:

Andrew Sullivan

Politics1l.com

Taegan Goddard’s Political Wire
DailyKos

Wonkette

The Huffington Post

TECH BLOGS:
e Slashdot.org

BLOG SEARCH ENGINES
e BlogDigger:

Bloglines

Blogdex

Bloogz

Feedster

Google Blog Search

Ice Rocket

Opinmind

PubSub

Technorati

WayPath
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BLOG LINKS:

http://www.opendiary.com
http://www.livejournal.com
http://www.diaryland.com
http://www.blogger.com

http://www.defamer.com
http://www.gawker.com
http://www.jossip.com
http://www.tmz.com

http://www.aintitcool.com
http://movies.ign.com
http://www.cinematical.com
http://www.darkhorizons.com
http://www.superherohype.com

http://time.blogs.com/daily_dish/
http://politics1l.com
http://politicalwire.com
http://www.dailykos.com
http://www.wonkette.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com

http://slashdot.org

http://www.blogdigger.com
http://www.bloglines.com
http://www.blogdex.net
http://www.bloogz.com
http://www.feedster.com
http://blogsearch.google.com
http://www.icerocket.com
http://www.opinmind.com
http://www.pubsub.com
http://www.technorati.com
http://www.waypath.com
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Blogoer Diaryland Live Journal
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STARTING YOUR OWN BLOG
http://www.wikihow.com/Start-a-Blo

1. Find a decent blogging provider that appeals to you. Some may include
Livejournal.com, Blogger.com, Wordpress.com, TheDiary.org, Mindsay.com, Blog.com,
Diaryland.com, or Blogdrive.com. Most of these sites are pre-made with templates and
push-button publishing that don't require much technical know-how.

2. Once you sign up, you'll have a gallery of ready-made templates to choose from.
Select one and personalize it. Add your name, interests, images, etc.

3. Add blogging freebies like buttons, images, blog chalks, imoods, tagboards (for
example, myshoutbox.com), guest maps, guestbooks, comment boxes for readers’
input, etc.

4. Explore other blog sites that offer more features for a small fee, such as Typepad.com.

5. Decide on whether or not you want your blog to be private or personal: do you want
any Internet visitor to be able to read your blog, or do you just want your friends and
family to be able to read it? Most blog sites offer the ability to password-protect your
published posts so only those who you approve of can view what you've written.

6. Decide on how you want your blog to look. You can pick a color scheme and layout.
Most sites come with a set of predefined layouts and schemes that you can choose
from, or you can edit your own.

7. After you've set up your blog, write a few posts to test it out, and make any
adjustments to the layout or style that you see fit. At first, it will seem tough to figure
out what to write, but once you get into a routine of daily blogging, you will find it
addictive. Write about your day, your thoughts, events, ideas, fears, pleasures, the
news, current affairs, art, or anything you are interested in!

8. Visit other blogs to build a blogging circle. When you leave comments, add your
blogging address so they can visit you, too!

9. If you want to make your blog look more attractive, there are some sites up that have
many "skins" that might make it look better. One example is blogskins.com, which also
comes with Photoshop and HTML tutorials.

10. Publish your blog by sending the URL to your friends or publish the URL on your
website. Add the URL to posts you make on other blogs.
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RSS FEEDS

{2 craigslist new york | all apartments search for "Astoria” - Windows Internet Explorer

@‘ 5= |@ http: finewyork.craigsiist. org/eai-binfsearch?arealD=3ksubirealD=0bquer

bbreviation=sapaninAsh k=1200i7

Fle Edit ‘View Favorites Tools  Help

¢ by Favorites Center == |

% Favorites | [ Feeds

craigslist new york [... X

%7 Vahoo! 360° - My Blog | | pﬁ Home - G Feeds(d)

EH. -

[ Microsoft Feeds
[ Netflix Queue

[ craigslist new york | all apart...
[ Inkernet Explarer Team Elog

craigslist new york | all apartments search for "Astoria™

LARGE STUDIO APARTMENT $985
sterday, October 27, 2006, 9:24:39 Pl
§985 Studio near Astoria Park

It is a completely renovated, elegant spacious area with large windows

and private entrance. Perfect for someone looking for a working/living

space and/or a pet owner. Ground floor of a house right around a corner from Astoria
Park.

15 min walk to Midtown Manhattan train
Parking space negotiable.

Pets are very welcome.

$985 monthly, electricity and gas included
1 1/2 security deposit required

Available immideately

enquieries by phone only
please call (917) 400-7612

RSS READERS

http://www.rss-specifications.com/rss-readers.htm
RSS readers or news aggregators allow users to view content from specified sources (RSS

The following are a list of RSS readers for Windows. You can also use Internet

Explorer 7.0 to subscribe to and read RSS feeds:

e Abilon http://www.activerefresh.com/abilon/
e ActiveRefresh http://www.activerefresh.com
e Awasu http://www.awasu.com
e Blog Navigator http://www.stardock.com/products/blognavigator/
e BlogExpress http://www.usablelabs.com/productBlogExpress.html
e EffNews http://www.effbot.org/zone/effnews-exe.htm
e FeedReader http://www.feedreader.com
e InfoSnorkel http://www.blueelephantsoftware.com/rss_aggregator.htm
e intraVnews http://www.intravnews.com
¢ NewzCrawler http://www.newzcrawler.com
e NewzSpider http://www.newzspider.com
e Pluck http://www.pluck.com
e QM Nooze http://www.quantummechanic.com/prod_gm_nooze.html
e RSS Captor Pro http://www.rsscaptor.com/index.php
e RSS Reader http://www.rssreader.com/rssreader.htm
e Sauce Reader http://www.synop.com/Products/SauceReader/
e SharpReader http://www.sharpreader.com
e SurfPack http://www.surfpack.com
e Syndirella http://www.yole.ru/projects/syndirella/
e Tristana http://www.charlwood.com/tristana/
ALTERNATIVE:

An alternative to downloading a dedicated news reader is to use a Web-based news reader.
For example, My Yahoo! or My AOL users can now add RSS feeds directly to their personal

page.
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O cirtsin e Gaming Worid Monday 06:14:00 PM 4658 =

[ search Beyond Google Monday 07:00:00 PM 578

[ SiasnNET Forum with Marcel Gagne. Mo day 07:45:00 P 4888
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¥ Labels 2 E AMD Coukd Profit from Buster-Overfion ..
E

S unread
b Almessages

iy
Bl search Beyona Google Monday O7:00:00 PM
] Defending Earth From Asterokis With M... Monday 10:01:00 PM B
Bl Learning Unix for Mas ©5 X Panther
E Firebird Relational Database 1.5 Final Out
E US Army Scraps Comanche Helicopter Meonday 11:33:00 PM aNB
E“ﬂﬂlﬂlhﬂlﬁl“hnu‘l“ﬂ‘ OnE_. Today 12:22:00 AM 458
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B Fcc: Vol Providers Must Provide 911 . Today 01:14:00 AM s =
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From: Stashdot <pater@slashdot o> Display all headers
Subject: AMD Could Profit from Buffes-Overflow Protection
Date: 2004-02-23T19:31:00 +00:00

about how MMD and Intel are plasning on releasing new comsumer

SAMPLE RSS FEEDS:

e Craigslist NYC Housing: http://newyork.craigslist.org/hhh/

e New York Times News: http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/index.html
¢ Netflix Movie Queue: http://www.netflix.com/RSSFeeds

o SlashDot Tech News: http://slashdot.org/

N

How to find RSS Feeds:
http://www.wikihow.com/Find-RSS-Feeds-on-the-Web

1. Visit a directory of RSS feeds. Sites such as Syndic8 and 2RSS are attempting to
categorize all the RSS feeds out there.

2. Search for RSS feeds using a search engine designed to find them such as Feedfinder
on Feedster.com. Yahoo and Google both offer searches focused on RSS that can be
accessed when you attempt to add content to the MyYahoo / Google Personalized
Homepage of the respective sites.

3. Check out the blogs you like to read on a regular basis. Most blogs have an RSS feed,
just look for the orange RSS or XML icon.

4. Consider subscribing to the RSS feeds from major news outlets. The New York Times
and ESPN are just two of the many mainstream news sources that have RSS feeds.

5. Recognize that many other of your favorite websites may also have RSS feeds. For
example, eHow publishes an RSS feed that includes one hand selected article each day
from eHow and wikiHow. You can find the link on the bottom of the eHow home page.
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PODCASTS:

iTunes

24/7

Browse + Buy. Collect + Play.
sic and more ] ] C
3 your iPo
it on the go.

INSTALL iTUNES
Download and install Apple iTunes: www.apple.com/itunes/download/. It's free.

You do not need a Macintosh computer, but you do need to be running Windows 2000

or XP

PODCAST DOWNLOAD:
1. Click on the iTunes Store. Look for Podcasts

in the left-hand column.
2. Click "See All" to bring up a list of Podcasts.
J ¥ = Almost all Podcasts are free.
o . 3. Click "Subscribe™ to download the current
podcast and all future podcastd
4. Double-click on the current downloaded
podcast to start playing the podcast.

Secrets of the
Cari66ean
caMppedy

MUSIC DOWNLOAD:
Sow 1. Click on "iTunes Store" and "Music"

PSSR L e 2. Search the iTunes Store for your special
interests ("Les Miserables™ in the example
above). Double-click the title to listen to a
30 second sample of the song. Click "Buy
Song" to the right to purchase the entire
song. (generally around $0.99/song)

3. Create an Apple Account to pay for the
music. Once purchased, the song will be
downloaded to your computer and into your

i iTunes Library file.

240 v o
39 Crdybersonh ). O Les Meirabler (0.
r bl Ol ©) Lk Miserabes {1

...unllllllll"l
|

00000000000000000O0|

B Comwinsen O LeMsdnables Hg...
14 Rarcly Graft © LesMutrables Hg...

Elelele] isotme
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RADIO LISTENING:

iTunes

Flashback, Alternatives
©  Kershaw, Nik - Wouldn't It be Good - Pop & Wave, Vol, 3(CD 2)
2z

45 [

| “’L 1.

In the left-hand column of iTunes, click
on "Radio"

LIBRARY | Stream Bit Rate  Comment . .
P » stsfets P 2. Select a genre which best suits your
o ¥ 70s/80s Pap (57 streams) .
e = #80s Grooves 103.9 FM 128 kbps '60s Music To Mske You Fesl Good! musi Cal tastes
% ; o = #busk.Main on RautsMusik,FM 128 kbps | #Musik.Main - 24/7 hours open - Erschreckend ...
'§) Podcasts = #usik.Main on RauteMusik, FM 48 kbps  #Musik.Main - 24/7 hours open - Erschreckend ... H i H H
= 977 Th s chere \z8\is | s 57 Th s el - ot Pop 3. Click on the link to stream this audio to
= 1FM-a0s 128 kbps  1.FM's Mega 80s channel
2TORE = 12 Inch Retro - DI Lex &4 kbps  Extended club dlassics and rare remixes from th... yo u r CO m p u te r -

[ iTunes Stere

PLAYLISTS

= 2NG - Two Mations Gold

7 2NG - Two Mations Gold

64 kbps
24 kbps

Plays the best oldies from the Sixties to the Eig...
Plays the best oldies From the Sixties to the Eig...

If you do not hear any audio, try

& party shuffle = B0s Reemixed - Club 805 with ... 56 kbps 12 inch extended mixes - New Wave & Altemat... . . . .
= s i
[ 50°s pusic = BsLibimate-60s 64 kbps  The Best of the 'B0s Music Today! se | ectin g a d |ffe rent I’ad 10 station.
. = ABF ANALOG 160 kbps  The Best O 60°s Hibs! (Live From France) R R R .
%:“T w::sd 7 AllHits 705 on Sk fn 128 kbps Al 70s Hits, Al the Time | wiww,sky.f 5 Radlo music Wl” run in the backg round
BT e = All Hits 70s on Sky.fm 24 kbps  All 70s Hits, All the Time | www.sky. fm
[ Recently Added = Best of the '80s on Sky.fm 128 kbps  hear your classic Favorites and relive those retr...

while you search around iTunes.

[ Recently Plaved
[ Top 25 Most Played

= Best of the '80s on Sky.fm
= CapitalRadio.us
= Club 80s with DI Lex

24 kbps
64 kbps
56 kbps

hear your classic favorites and relive those refr...
The Oldies Revalution
Mew Wave 12-inch Mixes and Remixes-hon-Sta...

VIDEO DOWNLOAD:

NEW RELEASES See All &)

Music Movies TV Shows Rock Alternative Pop

1. To download movies, TV shows or music
videos to your computer using iTunes, click
on "iTunes Store" from the left-hand column.

2. To download movies, select "Movies" from
"iTunes STORE". Movies run $9.99 per
download; iTunes often times offers a free
trailer to view before purchase.

3. To download TV, select "TV Shows" from
"iTunes STORE". TV series vary in costs,
depending on availability and length of the
run.

Stay Alive

YOUTUBE (FREE VIDEO)
http://www.youtube.com

| Am The Very Model Of A Modern Major-General

0719

From the 1983 movie of The Pirates of Penzance with Linda Ronstadt,
Kevin Kline, Rex Smith, and George Rose as the Major-General.

Tagz: Piratez Penzance

Added: 1 month ago in Category: Entertainment

From: Liatris

Views: 2 195

e 8. 8 &

20 rating=s

Alternately, you may wish to search YouTube for free videos and clips. YouTube uses a form
of Macromedia Flash to show videos directly in your web browser. The image is small and of
varying quality.
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HOW TO START YOUR OWN PODCAST:
http://www.wikihow.com/Start-Your-Own-Podcast

. Determine the nature of your podcast. What will the content be?
. Record the audio for your podcast (a program like Audacity is good).

. Save the audio file (in MP3 format) to your computer desktop. Do not use special
characters (such as # or % or ?) in the file name.

. Create your RSS podcast feed. The feed must meet all industry standards for a valid 2.0
feed with enclosures. Try using a complete solution and free service such as Podblaze or
Podomatic. The easiest way to do it is to use a blog. So hop on over to Blogger.com and
start a blog with the title of your podcast. Don't make any posts just yet.

. Put your RSS podcast feed on the Internet. Go to Feedburner and type in the URL of your
blog and click "I am a podcaster!"”. In the next screen, configure the elements fo your
podcast. These are the elements that directly relate to the podcast. your feedburner feed
is your podcast.

. Go to OurMedia.org and sign-up there (this may take a while). Then go to your files, and
upload your MP3 file.

. Make a post on your blog/website - the title of the post will be the title of that episode of
the podcast, and the content will end up as the "Shownotes" or "Description”. At the end
of the post, put a link directly to your media file.

. In a few minutes, feedburner should add this to your feed, and now you have an episode!
You can submit it to iTunes or a number of other podcast directories to get it known. You
may want to wait, however, until you have some experience, so that your podcast will be
compared as a fifth episode to another’s first.

. Ping the appropriate podcast directories when a new show is updated.

10.Put the appropriate subscription buttons on your website so people can subscribe to the

RSS podcast feed.
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NOTES:
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