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"T'he very age of the New York Society Library indicates that our holdings would naturally
include rare books. In over the 250 years of our existence, we have accumulated valuable
books through regular acquisitions (for which we have manuscript records); some as generous
gifts or bequests, and some through proper identification of volumes in the circulating
collection. Few American libraries can boast such canonized rarities as incunabula, of which
we hold 10 titles, dating from 1475 to 1498.

Representative titles of early printed books can be found in the Library’s Sharp and Winthrop
collections. (See our website for more information on the latter). Since most of these titles
were purchased from European book dealers, they constitute a multi-lingual collection,
including Latin, German, and French titles, and of course some English-language books. The
retrospective conversion project provided full electronic access to most but not all of our rare
books. Parts of Winthrop, Sharpe, Da Ponte, Sharaff/Sze collections, as well as the Noneshuch
Press publications are not yet in electronic format.
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I: HISTORICAL RARITIES:
Typescript of George Bernard Shaw’s Widowers House

Historical/Bibliographical rarities
Books that possess historical and/or bibliographical value constitute an important category of
rare books. They can be divided into sub-categories as follows:

Pioneering in a field or discipline

The first group of ‘pioneering’ titles is a rather self-evident group of books that broke
new ground in a particular subject. Examples are Darwin’s On the Origin of Species, or
Einstein’s Relativitatstheorie (Theory of relativity). This category also includes books on
tirst expeditions, discoveries and explorations, etc. The Winthrop collection, among
other reasons is significant for the pioneering works in astronomy and natural sciences,
especially in chemistry.



Banned titles

Books -- and their precursors -- have been banned and destroyed throughout mankind’s
history. Such treatment makes a book subsequently more sought-after, and attracts
more readers and collectors than it would have with a non-controversial past.

The Library holds numerous books that have been banned at some point of their
existence. Examples mentioned below are only those that represent additional points of
interest.

1.

MACHIAVELLI, NICCOLO, 1469-1527. Il Principe (The Prince).

First published in 1513, it has been banned in various countries. It made a
regrettable return to notoriety via Mussolini’s effusive praise and the Fascist
state’s distribution of cheap reprints in the thousands. We have an early printing
(Frankfurt, 1622) of this work in the Winthrop collection.

DEATH IN THE
AFTERNOON

By
Ernest Hemingway

g

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS
NEW YORK « LONDON
1032

II: BANNED TITLE & FIRST EDITION:
Ernest Hemmingway’s Death in the Afternoon

2. HEMINGWAY, ERNEST, 1899-1961. Death in the Afternoon.

First published in 1932. All books by Hemingway were included in the 1933 Nazi
book burnings. Shockingly, The Sun Also Rises (1926) was banned in Boston in
1930 on grounds of being lewd. This particular title was ultimately redeemed,
receiving the Nobel Prize in Literature.




It should also be mentioned that works by such luminaries as Mark Twain and Walt Whitman
were banned in this country: Leaves of Grass was purchased by but a single library in its initial
run, the Library Company of Philadelphia. Twain’s Tom Sawyer (1876) and Huckleberry Finn
(1885) were banned in this very city, in Concord, Massachusetts, and by the Denver Public
Library. Among the least predictable and most absurd reasons for banning was the one
applied to Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1865) by the Governor of Hunan
Province in China in 1931. The Governor’s reasoning was that “animals should not use human
language”, and that it was “disastrous to put animals and human beings on the same level.”

¢ Awarded and otherwise formally recognized titles

This is a fairly easy group to identify. For the New York Society Library, awarded books by
persons affiliated with the Library are of particular importance. Having an extraordinarily
strong literature collection, we have quite a number of titles that fall into this category.

e Controversial subjects

Good examples of this category would be the first American anti-slavery pamphlets. This
group generally implies extreme expressions of thought, whichever end of the political or
moral spectrum they might reside.
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Ill: PIRATED EDITION:
Title Page of Anthony Trollope’s Miss Mackenzie.
New York: Harper & Bros., 1865.

e Pirated editions
Under this rather harsh definition one should recognize an impatience to make a
popular work/author immediately available. It was not done solely out of desire for
profit, but often as a clever circumvention of delaying, bureaucratically cumbersome
factors. U.S. publishers were quick to do this with British publications, and most if not
all Soviet publications of Western literature could be considered piracies.



S. L. CLEMENS, sEc. 1

Printed wrapper.
“Speech on Woman,” pp. 39-42.
H Y

8409. Study and Stimulants ... Edited by A.
Arthur Reade.
Manchester: Abel Heywood and Son, 56 and
58, Oldham Street. London: Simpkin, Mar-
shall, and Co. 1883 ...
Statement, dated March 14, 1882, pp. 120-122.
Listed Ath March g, 1883; rec March 15, 1883.
Advertised Ath March g1, 1883. Deposited smu
June 7, 1883. A Philadelphia (Lippincott) edi-
tion listed Pw April 14, 1883.
NYPL Y

g410. LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI BY MARK
TWAIN ...
LONDON CHATTO & WINDUS, PICCADILLY 1883

ci-ii>, <ir-¢xxvi>, <1>-561; blank, p. <5b623;
publisher’s device, p. <563>. Illustrated. 7%e" x

¢>8, a8, B-I, K-U, X-Z, AA-II, KK-NN8§, 002,

§ cloth: red. White paper end papers printed in
brown with a leaf pattern. Inserted at back:
Publisher’s catalog dated March, 1883. Also
noted with inserted catalog dated February,
188g.

Under the title Mississippi Sketches advertised
as shortly in Ath Sept. 23, 1882. Advertised for
May 12 in Ath April 28, 1883. Published May
12, 1883 (Johnson). Listed Ath May 12, 1883,
For prior publication of a portion of this book
see Old Times on the Mississippi, 1876, above.
For first American edition see next entry.

NYPL ¥

s411. LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI BY MARK
TWAIN ...
BOSTON JAMES R. OSGOOD AND COMPANY 1883
<13-624. Nlustrated. 834" x 53",
€13-10, ¢113-19, <203-25, <262-33, <34>-37, <38>-
89"
§ cloth: brown. Gray-tan end papers. Flyleaves.
According to the publisher's prospectus also
available in cloth, gilt edges; sprinkled calf;
half calf; half morocco; morocco; library (ie.,
sheep) style.
Note: The sheets occur as follows:

198

FIRST STATE

P. 441: Present is a tail-piece depicting an urn,
flames, head of Mark Twain.

P. 443: The caption reads THE ST. LOUIS HOTEL
FIRST STATE, INTERMEDIATE A (B?)

P. 441: Tail-picce described is present.

P. 443: The caption reads THE 5T. CHARLES HOTEL
FIRST STATE, INTERMEDIATE B (A7)

P. 441: Tail-piece not ipr\esz:nr.. having been re-
moved at the request of Mrs. Clemens who con-
sidered it morbid.

P. 443: The caption reads THE ST. LOUIS HOTEL
SECOND STATE

P. 441: Tail-piece not present.

P. 443 The caption reads THE ST. CHARLES HOTEL

“It will be published by subscription enly ...
Fifty thousand copies have been printed, and
forty thousand will be bound and ready on
publication day."—pw April 28, 1883. De-
osited May 17, 188g. Listed pw July 7, 1883.
Ensold sheets were reissued with the cancel title-
age of Charles L. Webster & Comdp:my. 18g1.
ce preceding entry for the London edition
whicg appears to have been published several
days before the American edition. Forgrior pub-
lication of a portion of this book see Old Times
on the Mississippi, 1876, above. The Leipzig
(Taluchnilz? edition was issued in printed paper
wrapper, the back wrapper dated May, 188g;
day of publication not known. The Montreal
(Dawson) edition may have been issued simul-
taneously with the London edition. The copy-
right notice is in the name of Andrew Chatto.
However, the style of the title-page is so like
the American that it is clearly a copy. It must
be noted, however, that the Canadian publish-
ers may have used the prospectus of the Ameri-
can edition as a model. Reissued, 1944, by The
Limited Editions Club, New York, 1zo0 num-
bered copies only, “with an introduction by Ed-
ward Wagenknecht and a number of previously
suppressed passages, now printed for the first
time, and edited with a note by Willis Wager."
See under 191§ for The Suppressed Chapter of
Life on the Mississippi.
sPL (A B 2nd) caw (1st, being the publisher’s
file copy) ® (1st A 2nd) rc (ist, being a de-
posit copy) NyrL (1st A 2nd) v (1st A 2nd)

3412, The New Guide of the Conversation in
Portuguese and English in Two Parts by Pe-
dro Carolino ... with an Introduction by
Mark Twain.

Boston James R. Osgood and Company 13&5

[V: BAL
Page from Bibliography of American Literature (BAL)

detailing first edition of Mark Twain’s Life on the Mississippi

o First editions
The importance of a “first edition” universally understood. However, as Mark Twain’s
Life on the Mississippi demonstrates, there can be various states and printings of a first
edition. To make things more confusing, purists (and shrewd booksellers) intimidate
lay people with the self-contradictory term “pre-first’, correctly qualified by John Carter
as “symptomatic of the chronological obsession.” This term is applied to advance
copies, trial issues, pirated/ unauthorized editions (Trollope’s Miss McKenzie), and so
on. The application of this term should be taken into consideration with several grains
of salt.
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Scarcity can be a consequence of innumerable causes. A few basic ones are:

. Careless handling by humans
This first cause can be divided into ‘innocent” and “intentional.” Nikolai Gogol and Walt
Whitman, among other authors, have destroyed their books in fits of artistic madness,
thus the label ‘innocent.” Intentional destruction includes the burning of the fabled
library in Alexandria and (hopefully) ends with Iraq, as some of the more chilling
expressions of ‘intentional’. Finally, acts of God remain as a cause of destruction, or at
least damage to collections, as recently witnessed in Louisiana.

. Unintentional destruction
Unintentional destruction seems to overlap with ‘innocent” intentional destruction but
really means lack of proper preservation measures and hence, comes from a
devaluation of some forms of intellectual property and an ignorance of the importance
of proper storage and handling. Most endangered are cookbooks, guidebooks, and
children’s books, as well as books with “superseded ideas”.

. Progress in discipline/subject
These are often considered ‘outdated” publications. One might not attach much
importance to an old cookbook, and yet they are research sources not only for the
culinary historians, but also economists, medical researchers (think of the ever-present
lard used in the past), sociologists, etc. Similarly, old manuals or scientific-technical
literature surely lose their application, but definitely retain value as retrospective and
historical sources.




THE PRESIDENT
Aothe
PEOPLE

Woodiew

our President, covering the entry of
the United States into war, and up to
the present time.

We believe the President’s words of
encouragement and appeal should be
read and reread by every American
citizen in the spirit of renewed resolve
to do his share in bringing this war toa

Nthis} hodied
\l Ifmm the outstanding messages of

THE OUTLOOK COMPANY
NEW YORK

V. OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS:
President Wilson’s The President to the People, New York, 1917-18.

Occasional publications

There are many types of these publications. It is essentially impossible to collect and
preserve all such publications, but some libraries make an attempt, if only in narrow
subject areas. Groups of libraries will often divide responsibility for developing or
maintaining historical collections. For example, the New York Public Library’s Library
of the Performing Arts at Lincoln Center collects Playbills and concert programs. The
New-York Historical Society and our Library have a wealth of 19th century pamphlets
and broadsides.

Figure V (above) is the title page of a collection of public addresses given by President
Woodrow Wilson while in office, an excellent example of an unusual early 20th century
publication held by the New York Society Library.
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ILLUSTRATED EDITION OF HANS O. ANDERSEN'S WORKS.
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STORIES FOR THE HOUSEHOLD.'

With Two Hundred and Twenty Illustrations,
EW&&:WFMW

SRR —

NEW EDITIONS ENLARGED.
Twe Volumes, Five Shillings each,
Bevelled boards, extra cloth gilt,

STORIES AND TALES.

With One Hundred Tllustrati graved by the Brothers Dalsicl.

WHAT THE MOON SAW,
AND OTHER TALES.
With One Hundred Ilustrations, Engraved by the Brothers Dalricl :

e S

In feap. Svo., cloth gilt, price 1. 6. each.

HANS ANDERSEN LIBRARY
FOR THE YOUNG.

Each volume is complele in ifself, confaing a variely of Stories,
w Frontispiece in m}mm:. and wumerons other Pictures.

1. The Red Shoes. 20 Pictwrs, | 8. Everything in its Right
a. '!hosﬂm&iﬂ.lng 19 Pic= Place. 21 Pictures.

B.Iha Wildm 18 Pie-
&mmmnhem. 20

lﬂmmqu.wM 1y
4. The wuﬂ.. 20

1L Tha ﬂld Church Bell. 17
. u.mmmm 20 Pictures, Pictu
8. Tho Goloshes of Fortune. l&mlul-id.m. 15 Pictwres,
18 Pictures, 138, The Will-o'-the-Wisp. 23
7. The Marsh King's Daugh- Pictures,
ter. 21 Pichuses.

VI: EPHEMERA:

Newspaper Advertisement for Publisher’s Advertisement from
Eugene O’Neill’s H.W. Dulcken’s
A Moon for the Misbegotten. The Golden Harp,
New York: Random House, 1952. London: Routledge, 1865.
Ephemera

Ephemeral publications resemble occasional publications, the main difference being
their local rather than a broad-based importance. This being said, historical ephemera is
a distinctively important category collected and preserved by libraries everywhere.
Examples of ephemeral publications are advertisements, menus, and notices containing
information that might not be available elsewhere.

Purposefully limited editions

Limited editions are marketed mainly to known book collectors. They can be either
publishers” editions, printing houses” editions (e.g. Nonesuch Press), or intended to be a
tribute to a particular author, work, or artist/illustrator. The Library holds a wealth of
limited editions: we have titles issued by the Heritage Club, the Limited Editions Club,
Nonesuch Press, the Hogarth Press, Riverside Press, De Vinne Press and numerous
others.
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Fifth Carriage.

His Royal Highness Prince Frederick Charles of Hesse,
His Royal Highness the Duke of Saxe-Coburg.

Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Saxe-Coburg,

Her Rayal Highness Princess Frederick Charles of Hesse.

Sixth Carriage.

Her Royal Highness the Hereditary Princess of Saxe-Meiningen,

His Royal Highness Prince Johann George of Saxony.

Her Royal Highness Princess Johann George of Saxony.

His Royal Highness the Prince of the Netherlands {Duke of Mecklenburg).

Seventh Carringe.

The Hon. John Hays Hammond (Representative of the President of the United States
of America).

Vice-Admiral Fauques de Jonquidres (Representative of the French Republic).

His Royal Highness the Duke Albrecht of Wurtemberg.

His Royal Highness Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria,

Eighth Carviage,

His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin.
Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of Mecklenburg-Schwerin.
His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Mecklenbung-Strelitz.

His Royal Highness Prince Henry of Prussia.

Ninth Carviage.

Ceremontal

oF THE

His Royal Highness the Hereditary Prince Danilo of Montenegro.
Her Royal Highness Princess Militza of Moatenegro.

His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse.

Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess of Hesse.

CORONATION OF THEIR MAJESTIES. Tinth Carriage.

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of Sweden.

Her Royal Highness the Crown Princess of Sweden.

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of Bulgaria

His Royal Highness Prince Chakrabhongs of Fitsanulok, Heir | ive of Siam.

THEIR MAJESTIES, attended by Their Royal Households and preceded by
i the Princes and Princesses of the Blood Royal and the Royal Guests, proceeded this
| day in State to Westminster Abbey, in the following order —

VII: UNINTENTIONALLY LIMITED EDITIONS:
Ceremonies Observed at the Royal Coronation
London, 1911.

Unintentionally limited editions

Unintentional limited editions are publications meant for limited distribution due to a
perceived small target audience rather than an attempt to ensure scarcity. Typical
examples would be of a particular corporate entity. Certain ministries in Russia used to
print their annual reports in exactly three copies in appropriate bindings: royal for the
Czar, armorial and monogrammed for the Grand Duke and black leather with gold
lettering for the ministry archives. This category should not be confused with the
occasional publications that are often limited to the number of intended audience: the
membership or, in case of coronations, invited guests (see figure VII above).

Casualties of time, conditions, human error

Time, physical conditions (Katrina included), and random judgment - as distinct from
the aforementioned deliberate acts - can cause the destruction of books and printed
matter. With the conviction that written word represents a record of the human
experience, libraries have an important responsibility to preserve material that is known
to be scarce or unique.
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 JAMES HAMMOND'S L

®
CIRCULATING LIBRARY
NEWPORT, R. L : |

This Library contains upwards of ‘.
1300 vols. of History—Voyages and Travels:
1700 vols, Miscellancous Works—and
5000 vols. —Novels—Tales and Romances.
In all, over

8000 VOLS.

Being the Largest Circulating Library i
New England.
New [Works constantly addingi>

{5 Books loaned by the vol. are to be paid
when returned.

Subseribers pay when they subscribe. &4, & e VORE

Connected with the above, forming one Establish-
ment, is
Dry Goods—Book—Stationery and Paper
Hanging Store, also, a
Zephyr, Worsted and Purse twist Room.

VIII: PROVENANCE

Advertisement for Margaret Armstrong’s Bookplate
James Hammond’s in NYSL copy of Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s
Circulation Library Poems of Cabin and Field.

New York: Dodd, Mead, 1900.

Provenance is a very important aspect of an item’s overall value. No amount of effort should
be spared in proper research in this matter. In the antiquarian book trade and in libraries,
significant provenance considerably elevates the price and “status” of a book. The New York
Society Library has a number of titles with unique marks of ownership. Worthy of mention is
The Hammond collection as an example of institutional provenance, constituting holdings of
an early 19th century Rhode Island rental library. The Sharp and Winthrop collections are
examples of individual’s libraries. The Library traces some of its important titles to the
collections of persons as diverse as John Dee, Mai-mai Sze, Sir Walter Scott, and Alfred Barr.
This category often overlaps with the next one - association copies.



Random House, Inc. &E THE MODERN LIDRARY

50 EAST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET NEW YORKE B8, M. ¥.
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A new study of
Eugene 0'Nelll
by Mal-mal Sze

romatist's new play, AN CONETH
mlru a"ﬁlnn by ;a:awrﬁuuu in u!- ran of 1946.

digiy and rich expivience, His service to
the thestre of the readers imagination i
u——erhhuﬂ-
wteol & succesion of ploya which are read
and treasured by on iremenie and ever.
all cidized Lnguages and internstonally
hamares, are published in a three-colume
From » drnwtng by Malmat o set by Ranclom House.

} The Plays of Eugene O’Neill
¥
I

THE BARCLAY
NEW YORK I7.N.Y.
5 - %

YVOLUME ONE
Strange Interlude, Desire Under the Elms, Losarus Laughed, The
Fountain, The Moan of the Caribbees, Bound East for Cardif,, The
Long Vayage Home, In the Zone, lle, Where the Cross Is Made, The
Rope, The Dreamy Kid, Before Breakfost.
VOLUME TWOoO
Mourning Becomes Electra, Ah, Wildemess!, All God's Chillun Got
Wings, Marco Millions, Welded, Diff rent, The First Man, Gold.
YOLUME THREE
Anna Christie, Beyond the Horizon, The Emperor Jones, The Hairy
npmammmmmn,mwmm
(Three volumes, bosed )

$10.00 THE SET  §3.00 EACH YOLUME

THE ICEMA\
‘COMETH

i The sl poaboctan ssd publbcasen of i plag il be

RANDOM HOUSE +NEW YORK

o, i sl enbes irvonal s will d-
i- oo oy o s space o s iy ol

IX: ASSOCIATION COPIES:
Portrait of Eugene O’Neill
by former NYSL member Mai-mai Sze

Association copies bear a connection to:
e Creators (authors, translators, illustrators, compilers, editors)
e Producers (publishers, printers)
e Designers (type designers, binding designers, binders)
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X: ASSOCIATION COPIES
Inscription from Shih-I Hsiung to Mai-mai Sze
in NYSL copy of Wang Shih-fu’s
Romance of the Western Chamber, dated 1936

The Romance of the
WESTERN CHAMBER
(HS1 HSIANG CHI)

A CHINESE PLAY WRITTEN IN THE

THIRTEENTH CENTURY

:ﬁﬁ ll%ﬂm

Translated by
8. I. HSIUNG

FARBRATE

With a Preface by
GORDON BOTTOMLEY

METHUEN & CO. LTD. LONDOXN
36 ERSEX ATHEET W.C

\ (G
LS

Evidence for this association is usually contained within the work; it can also be external (e.g.
insertions) or inferred through another source.
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XI: ASSOCIATION COPIES

John Sharpe’s signature Pseudo-title page of

“Selborniana scrap book”.
New York: A. Pell, [1893-94?]

While the aesthetic value of a book is usually obvious, there is often a need for thorough

bibliographical research to ensure accurate attribution. The usual areas of interest in the
aesthetic value of a book are:

. Fine printing . Binding: design and execution
. Special paper . Typefaces
. [ustrations

cing Ontres s Avchisellae , fisvaoe POEMS
ey CABINannFIELD
L PAVLLAVREACEDYNEAR

| NOUVELLE EDITION

DODDHMEADMFCOMPA MY

XII: FINE PRINTING
Title page of Andrea Palladio’s Title page of Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s
Architecture de Palladio. Poems of Cabin and Field.
Paris, 1764 New York: Dodd, Mead, 1900.



XIII: ILLUSTRATION
Detail of frontispiece in Desiderius Erasmus.
L’eloge de la folie (Moriae Encomium). Paris, 1751.

XIV: [ILLUSTRATION
From Franz Masereel’s Mein Stundenbuch,
Munich, K. Wolff, 1928.



POEMS
CABIN

FIEED

PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR

XV: BINDING XV: BINDING
Cover of HW. Dulcken’s Cover of Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s
The Golden Harp, Poems of Cabin and Field.
London: Routledge, 1865 New York: Dodd, Meade, 1900.

XVI: TYPEFACE
Title Page of Desiderius Erasmus.
L’eloge de la folie (Moriae Encomium). Paris, 1751.

The New York Public Library, Columbia University Library and a number of other libraries in
the U.S. have, and continue to build, artists” books collections.



Within the category of bibliographical oddities are those self-created books (not to be confused
with artists” books) that are created for a single person or event. Some other important
categories of oddities are:

. Unique entities . Bespoke bindings, regardless

. Topical scrapbooks to their quantity, made solely for the
owner. Grolier, Richelieu and royal
are more celebrated examples of this

group.

b [ s Yorts Soeio debravy

Aot Dulor H—

1L PESCEBALLOY
THE ]I‘)”I \II

Bl il ek o dnd Complemends

parnoaless i pascens olmstind
L LS

pREsDENT Losp Tepdvsop.

£ TAgSTEE 8o, jorlg T.u.noc»( IW !.'p.‘m.
Hapstor mrpc

. * pneoryimaey . (L, P L(&_..&w«ﬂ.__.
" susseypriof payo Fhs Wlﬂfl fﬂlw 3

: ot stc o-smpra—. uﬁig_
At ot e . 3.amapn araury, Apelpd, w\u- 4

XVII: UNIQUE ENTITIES " XVIIl: TOPICAL SCRAPBOOKS.
Francis James Child. Selborniana scrap book.
“Il1 Pesceballo”: The Fishball Operetta New York: A. Pell, [1893-94?]

XIX: BESPOKE BINDINGS

Sir Leslie Stephen’s Hours in a Library.
New York: London: Putnam’s; Smith, Elder, 1899 & more.



Anomalies and points make a copy (or a number of copies) distinct from the rest of the edition.
Distinctions can be caused either by the production process or simple human error. Akin to
those rare postage stamps that have printing errors, books with distinctive features attract
attention and increase their desirability for collectors. Common distinctions include but are

not limited to:

. Broken type
. Misprints

g INE VOLUMES.

.\ By CHARLOTTE SMITH.

VOL. 1.

Ni T Tutertn crederd che frings
Sowa voll, e cufle logio dhoda, _
Come la fe, che una bella abma cimgs
Dl foo tenace, buliTalubil nodo,

Aniwsre—Cant. xal. Stapz 1.

XX: MISPRINTS
Title Page from Charlotte Smith
Turner’s The Old Manor House.

Dublin, 1793.
MY WATCH
An instructive
i M Foster little tale
to show you this new
Waltham
Wrist Watch b .

MARK TWAIN

The most convenient and
most accurate Wrist Watch
for the traveler to wear

WALTHAM WATCH COMPARY
WALTHAM, MASS

XXII: UNEXPECTED PRODUCTION
Mark Twain’s My Watch.
Waltham, Mass.: Waltham Watch Co.,{1918?]

. Altered printing
. Unexpected production

XXI: ALTERED PRINTINGS
Tailpiece from Mark Twain’s
Life on the Mississippi.
Boston: J. Osgood, 1883.

A Plated Article

b
CHARLES DICKENS

Wih Ity Aciest o te s
GCpelaed China Wikt 5 ki & s

| %

WL COPELAND S50NS ot Skl Capelan
TORL SRR TR

XXII: UNEXPECTED PRODUCTION
Charles Dickens’ A Plated Article.
Stoke-upon-Trent: W. T. Copeland, [1930?]



Library-specific materials that are designated as rare in large libraries comprise what are usually
called “special collections.” Individual books within a special collection may not possess objective
qualifications for rarity, but they do possess some collective feature that is important for a specific
library. Such qualities can be their subject matter; or it may be that they represent an institutional,
named or personal collection. The New York Society Library has several subject collections, including
the Winthrop collection, which features 17th century works of science and pseudo-science, and
alchemy. The Library also makes it a point to continuously focus on New York City history and
reference, 19th century fiction, and the institution’s own archives and awarded books.

WORDS ALONE ARE CERTAIN GOOD

HIMSELF . THE POET . HIS GHOST
by MARY BALLARD DURYEE

THE DOLMEN PRESS - DUBLIN - MCMLX]

The unusual privilege af free a

[HE LOVERS DEFEND THE PRIVACY OF THEIR

is afforded members of the B St ik
Library and — when it is a 2 1 TRYSTING PLACE

one’s own free of charge. Here, during the

summer of 1059 the poems in this book we Even a friend’s face has a different cast
written,

Seen in the not-too-public Library,
His purpose so concentric here that he
Is not at all as he was when you saw him last

Friends intent on their own literary pursuit
came and went downstairs and sometim
rossed. In the to

nd i and

loor room there
y desk arm

What are you doing? both of us ask unbidden:

ied
; But the answer is hidden as the scarch is hidden
¥ typewriter, pe Tips
paper, scotch tape: an eraser, a pair of sors
a pot of glue — remained on the desk undis Yeats, | say; and | are writing a book!
turbed for three months. The poems and thelr My friend thinks, What a fanciful affair;
numerous revisions | carried home at the { But the time and the place fit in with the guarded

air
He carries about, and | know and honer the leok—

the

day. It was necessary to have them

As of something hidden. singular, rewarding,

That the lines of type on a printed page are
guarding.

Shyly my friend mentions persons and places—

The Abbey Theatre crowd, Hugh Lane. John
Synge.

Lady Gregory. Gently parrying

I mask your face among the Irish faces

Whist! my unsuspecting friend is sharing
His erudition with a small red herring.

XXIII: LIBRARY-SPECIFIC MATERIALS
William Butler Yeats. Words Alone are Certain Good.



There are a few books to which none of the above categories apply, and yet they are considered rare.
These are copy-specific rarities; often they are also association copies. Some of the features of
‘important copies,” as they are often referred to by antiquarian booksellers, are annotations and/or
corrections by a known person; informative notations; personalization other than the conventional
(ex-libris, signature); and insertions. The latter might include reviews, correspondence,
advertisements, announcements, receipts and the like.
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XXIV: ASSOCIATION COPY
From Eugene O’Neill to Mai-mai Sze, dated October 16, 1946,
in NYSL copy of his The Iceman Cometh

* Anidersen is a writer who cannot be praised too highly."—Satwrdlay Koo

ILLUSTRATED EDITION OF Hang C. ANDERSEN'S WoRKS.
One Volume, Seven Shillings and Sixpence.

Hamdsomely Sound, cloth gilt and gilt edger, Boo pip., large
cromva Bve., deautifully printed on fomed paper.

STORIES ror THE HOUSEHOLD.

With Two Hundred and Twenty Hlustrations,
Engraved by the Brothers Dalsfel

-+

NEW EDITIONS ENLARGED
Two Volumes, Five Shillings each.
Bevelled boards, extra cloth gilt,

STORIES AND TALES.

With One Hundred Ulustrations, Engraved by the Brothers Dialziel,

WHAT THE MOON SAW,
AND OTHER TALES,
With One Hundred Mustrations, Engraved by the Brothers Dalsel,

=<~
Tn fap. Svo., cloth gilt, price 1 6. cach.
HANS ANDERSEN LIBRARY
FOR THE YOUNG.

Each volwwe is conplete in itself, containg @ sriely of Stovies,
a Frowtispicee in cole el wsenveronr other Pictures,

1. The Red Shoos. 8. Everything {n it Right
2. 'ﬂuSIIvn Eh.Lllinlr ' Flie
9. Tho "Wild Bwnna. 18 Pi

a. '.I‘.ho I'.Jllle Match Girl. 20 | e

Pietures, 10, Bndnr ﬂm Willow Troe. 15
4. The Darmning-Nesdle, 10

e

...... 1L '.l'hn Old Church Ball.
B. The Tinder-Box. 32 Picr
6. The Goleshes of rm'tune 12, Thn IN Hald.en 5 Picturen,
18 Picturrr, 13, Tha wmu um.w;.p. 3
7. The Marsh Eing's Daugh- tur

ter. 11 Pichwres,

XXV: COPY-SPECIFIC RARITIES
Advertisement bound in H. W. Dulcken’s The Golden Harp.
London: Routledge, 1865.



436. THE £1,000,000 BANK-NOTE AND
OTHER NEW STORIES BY MARK
TWAIN -

NEW YORK CHARLES L. WEBSTER & COMPANY

1893
<1>-260; blank leaf; advertisements, pp. <1>-g.
1000000- Frontispiece inserted. 7%” x 5%".

<1-17>8.

V cloth: tan. Flyleaf at back. Also issued in
brown skiver.

Advertised among the latest trade bocks Pw
April 15, 1893. Listed pw April 29, 1893. The
London (Chatto & Windus) edition was pub-
lished on April 28, 1893 (publisher’s statement);
listed Ath April 29, 1893. The Leipzig (Tauch-
nitz) edition has been seen with the back
wrapper dated October, 1893 but with inserted
catalog dated May, 1893.

XXV: COPY-SPECIFIC RARITIES
Cover of Mark Twain’s The Million Pound Bank-note.
New York: C. Webster, 1893.

‘. ‘E@ Wiestery W, WiLsow, ©r.
: No. 204 BROADWAY.

ZM %p,ow, %«tk @izi; fhr s 'ff’,z:g

XXV: COPY-SPECIFIC RARITIES
NYSL receipt for purchase of
Mark Twain’s The Million Pound Bank-note,
Dated March 29, 1893.

To conclude, every Library member can assist in our collection development by considering the
Library’s needs when weeding a personal library. Gifts and bequests constantly enrich the existing
profile and scope of the Library’s collections. In addition, be sure to always use library material with
care and please bring damaged copies to the attention of the staff.
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