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The Franklin Fireproof Warehouses of
Brooklyn moved the Library’s entire
collection through the spring and fall
of 1937. The move cost $8,100.
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11
In the 1938 annual report, Board

Chairman Lewis Spencer Morris,
praised the staff for “the spirit of
service and cooperation they have
shown during the past year..."
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Way 26,1937

Dear lir,Morrls:
May I add my plea to the enclosed

letter that we also protest against this

1
open-alr Roof Cababet. It 1s very nolsy

into the wee amell hours end decldedly
objectionable im a resldential neighborhcod,

Sincerely

Head Librarian Edith Crowell
protested when an open-air roof
cabaret opened briefly across the
street from the Library.




FREDERICOK O ROGERS B0 EXOHANGE PLACE
NEW YORK

Aprll Z1st,
I B &8,

Re: 65 E.TJdth Street.

-

Messrs.Norris & McVelgh,
80 Wall Street,
New York City.
Attention: Mr.Matthews.

Desr Birs:

Confirming my conversation with
you yesterday, under the terms of the contract of
sale Mrs.Rogers would like to move from the premises
the uiniwgﬂruum mantel, the drawing room mantel, ana

tne pantry sink.

The forsmmn of Mare Eldlitz & Co.
advises me that the expense of removing these items
would be meterially less if the work were done by
the contracters doing the work for the Llbrary at
the time that the remodelling takes place. 1 should
be pleased to hear from you whether 1t will be agree-
able to the Library to have said iteus remocoved as
suggested, the cost ol same to be paid by Mrs. Rogers.

Very truly yours,

T g -
* Hoo slinaedl |.ri£.gaz.-_n
— A ! F -
._gw HAgA V.o i v B
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FCR/o t f v .
I"‘i‘-‘I i |
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During the reconstruction there
was some minor confusion about
what Mrs. Rogers could legally
remove from the premises.

FREDERICH O, ROGERS B0 EXOHANGE FLACE
EEW TIiYRK

i =
RECEIVED M. & Mcv,
OCT 14 1998 I'.‘Il:'{cirl:f' 13th,
ILE a3e.,
S'D
FDTO____

Dear Mr.Morris:

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of
Oetober 9th. I think there must hgsve been 3ome arrar
on the part of the workmen, as &s far as 1 know there
wes no attemot om our part to remove a mantel from 5& K.
Tath Btreet.

I believe my mother was in the building
recently,; inguiring sbout a hearth, but nothing further
wes done sbout 1it.

I hope I shall have the apportunity of
seelng the library when the work is completed.

Very truly yours,

';__F—L.-_'I...-L T

Louis Spencer Morris;kan.,
80 Wall &treet,
New York City.

FCE/o




Views of the Library

After the dust from the reconstruction settled, the
Library reopened for business. Many downtown
members, including Ruth Draper and Norman
Thomas, renewed their subscriptions. Among the
new uptown members were Mrs. Chester Dale,
Edward Steichen and the Oswald Villards, who
lived down the block. Miss Hewitt, who had origi-
nally held classes on the top floor of this building
for the children of the previous owners, John and
Catherine Rogers, also joined. Articles in newspa-
pers and The New Yorker brought in additional
members. With the move the cost of an annual
subscription went up from $12 to $15.

Frank B. Bigelow, who had been Head Librar-
ian at University Place from 1895 to 1937, retired
and moved to Amherst, Massachusetts. His succes-
sor was Edith Hall Crowell. Helen Ruskell, who
had first come to work at University Place in 1920
as a fresh-faced girl, presided at the front loan
desk. Marion King, the Assistant Librarian, sat at
the smaller desk with a leather armchair beside it
to receive members.

Three years after the Library moved uptown,
109 University Place was torn down to make way
for an apartment house.

14

The Members’ Room in the newly
opened Library, 1937.

Collection of The New York Society Library
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3 and 4

The long loan desk of dark carved
oak and the smaller desk were made
to order for the Library’s new home by
Gaylord of Syracuse. Marion King
requested a bell at the main desk to
call the pages.

Collection of The New York Society Library

S and 6

Recent views of the circulation desk
and the staircase leading to the
Assunta, Ignazio, Ada and Romano
Peluso Exhibition Gallery.

Photographs by James Dow

15 (Next Spread)

Photographs taken soon after the
Rogers moved into 53 East 79th Street.
During their occupancy, the house
was hung with tapestries and chande-
liers. Today the entry hall remains
unchanged as does the second floor
landing, except for the leaded glass
ceiling which was removed.

The Architectural Review, February 1919.

Art & Architecture Collection, Miriam and Ira D.
Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs, the
New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden
Foundations
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ENTRANCE HALL, STAIRWAY

RESIDENCE FOR JOHN 5 ROGI
TROWBRIDGE




TECTURAL-REVIEW:

STAIRWAY LANDING, MAIN FLOOR

RS, ESQ., 53 EAST 7TH STREET, NEW YORK
i & LIVINGSTOMN, ARCHITECTS
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In 1872 Dr. Thomas Ward predicted that the Library would

one day be “permanently established in [a] beautiful portion of

our upper island...in an elegant and commodious edifice...”
sirca 1937, Collection of the New oty | F -
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